Gery,

I was checking out your website and I found the FAQ section on the whip

as a weapon to be most interesting. I have been using the whip for the

last 51 years and have a very strong passion for it as a graceful

expression of personal energy and body mechanics, and also as a

practical weapon. I spent the last 20 years doing technical research on

its combative aspects and have published a 200 page fully illustrated

book on the subject called "The Filipino Fighting Whip, available

through Paladin Press: http://www.paladin-press.com/product/757/15
The book covers the whips extensive use in the Filipino, East Indian,

and Indonesian cultures as a ready-to-hand weapon for herdsmen and the

like. It also overviews it applications in the Western and Australian

cultures.

I found your comment about taking the "weapon"  association away from

the whip so it can be properly presented for sport and the like to be

something we have common ground on. I spent ten years trying to teach

sound whip technique to a public that universally thought it to be a sex

toy or only for the kink world. I fully understand how misrepresentation

of the whip can create an uphill road for instructors.

I live in the country and it is very common for the local ranchers and

farmers to carry bull whips. Back when I taught Defensive Tactics to local police officers I ALWAYS included a section on the bull whip as part of their training. None of them who saw me pick up a short whip from the passenger seat and whip it out my driver's window has ever forgotten that part of their training.

Homeland security classes it as a weapon on their list of forbidden

carry on items. I used to travel with a full whip bag when I flew and I

truly miss those days.

I have taught the combative aspects of the whip  for the last ten years

and have also done a modest amount of full contact whip work. Anthony

DeLongis, my training partner for the last twenty years, introduced me

to effortless whip manipulation with sound body mechanics early on in

our training. I feel that his combative applications of the whip are

second to none, and have to be seen in real time to full appreciate. He

regularly does these combative demos, and they have made believers of

many who do not think the whip can be an effective weapon.

Traditional bullwhips are very long, while  combative bull whips are

very short. Joe Strain made all the whips for my students in the early

years, and Peter Jack now produces a combative whip to my design for my

students: http://www.thewhipman.co.nz/Y-Daga.html . It is known as the

"Latigo y Daga" whip and is four feet long and heavily shot loaded. The

shot loading allows for the whip to be folded in half and used as a

close range shot loaded sap. This does help with  the problem of what to

do with people who might attack you with a a spoon, a hairpin, or a

shoe. All of my certified instructors, including Anthony DeLongis, are

proficient in catching the end of the whip in the air to transition into

the "half-whip" position for close range techniques in order to deal

with a closing opponent. The transition is easy to do and is done in

about a quarter of a second. This also the beginning position for whip

assisted grappling.

At some point in whip training we have all had to deal with people that

said "you can't do that".  I suspect you have some very unique

techniques that you developed despite being told they couldn't work. I

had to deal with 10 years of opposition in order to develop the material

covered in my book and new material is added to the system from other

practitioners on a regular basis.

There is room for all of us in the whip world,

Respects,

Tom Meadows

Founder: Latigo y Daga method of combative whip application

